
Ptolemy’s atlas of the known world, circa
AD 150.  This atlas depicts a reasonable
map of the Mediterranean region, north-
ern Africa, and western and central Asia.
The lack of accurate longitudinal meas-
urements gives the map a stretched look in
the east-west direction.  Also, Ptolemy
used a value for the Earth’s circumference
of 29,000 km, an error that later caused
Columbus to believe he had encountered
Asia rather than the Americas.


